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Larry Miller

Pg. 63, Seasoned Hunt Test Description
Pg. 64 Paragraph VII

Pg. 65 VI

A diversionary bird can be thrown after the walk-up, blind, or last retrieve of a double mark. If a 
Seasoned hunting retriever switches to the diversionary bird, it will not fail but will be scored lower by 

the judge. The hunting retriever shall retrieve the diversionary bird.

Pg. 63 Seasoned Hunt Test Description- Remove “Part of the test must include a diversion

Remove Pg. 64 Paragraph VII- “A diversionary bird can be thrown after the walk-up, blind, or last retrieve of a double mark.  If a Seasoned hunting retriever 
switches to the diversionary bird, it will not fail but will be scored lower from the judge.  The hunting retriever shall retrieve the diversionary bird.”

Remove Pg. 65 VI- “The diversionary bird must be thrown as the dog returns from the retrieve.  A switch is defined as the dog dropping one bird and picking up the 
other bird.  The purpose of this test is to require the seasoned dog to demonstrate a reasonable degree of control on the return from a retrieve.  The diversionary 

bird should be thrown where the dog can see it, but not in its return path.”

The average distance and time for reaction at the seasoned level when the diversionary bird is thrown is considerably shorter than a finished test. This brings into play more 
opportunities for a novice handler to commit a gun safety violation. Many handlers at this level are amateurs who have just moved up from the started level and are not 

accustomed to handling a firearm during a test, especially during a quick return on a dog while under the stress of keeping their eye on the dog while also practicing proper 
gun safety. Many gun warning violations are given during this particular element of a test to novice handlers who are extremely nervous and do not have a great level of 

experience to complete the proper mechanics necessary to execute the diversionary bird element of the seasoned test.
 

As the rule currently states, switching on the diversionary bird is not a pass/fail scenario but a markdown. Therefore, removing it from the test creates more of a distinction 
between the seasoned level test and the finished level test. This would allow the seasoned level test to use the element of the walk-up, which is rarely used at the finished 

level, and the finished level would use the honor dog element, which is not used at the seasoned level. This would help create more separation between the two levels.
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